20th November, 1968

Dr. Matthew Mesaelson
Harvard University

The Biological Laboratories
16 Divinity Avanue
Cambridge, Mass., 02138
U,5.A,

D=2ar Matt

It was really most kind of you to send m2 not only tha articlaes but al'so
your vary long and halpful latter, Unfortunately, it did not arrive
bafor> I gava the lecture, so I only mada a few guarded comments in it
about blological warfara, As far as I remembar I mentiona2d that the
major powars did not apnear to think that biologica! weapons w2rs much
good, I also said that I would parsonally b2 ra2luctant to work on tham,

Sinc2 then I hava digested what you sent me and I would have ra2p'iad to
your comma2nts soonz2r had I been abl= to make up my mind about them. I do
not hav:s much doubt that it would bz foolish for this country to stock-
pile such wa2apons, for all the rsasons you giva in your lattar. IC also
saams sansibla for countries like Swaeden and Britain to do a cartain amount
of reszarch of a mor= or less defensiva nature. Most of this n22d not ba
sacrat, but I have been unable to decide whather I agrea with thosa pa2ople
who feel that nona of it should be secret, It would take too long to go
over all thas factors involved here, but in brief the main points ars:-

(1) Much as I should be I am not a pacifist because I feel ther2 are a
small number of circumstances in which a nation should fend for it-
self,

nder another thraat, comparable to tha Nazi threat, shou aa
(2) Und h h bl ha Nazi th I should feel
personally obliged to join in a defansiva war affort.

(3) If there is some finite prospact of this happening in the future
it would be foolish not to engage in somz sort of defensive resesarch
work, and it might be foolish to lat such a dangerous potential
anamy know everything that one was studying.

Of coursa, against this it can be urgsd that the risk is so small that it
would bz better to have evarything in the opa2n. The only thing that
emargas, as far as I am concarned, is that the smaller nations should
make every 2ffort to engaga2 in co-oparative defence resaarch, and that

at lz2ast a graatar part of this should not ba secret,
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One final point, although I agrae that at the prasent time biological
w2apons look very poor weapons, I am not convincad that this situation
will necessarily always remain the sama., [ think what r=ally worrias
me is the frightaning possibility that somebody might come up with a
good biclogical weapon. It is for this reason that 1 should be
axtremaly reluctant to have, say, you and Sydney work on the devalop-
ment of new biological weapons!

I am afraid you will find all these tentative thoughts rathar naive

but I will continue to think about the problem. I hope wa can have a
thorough discussicn about it next time we meat,

F.H.C. Crick



